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EDITORIAL 
I n  the  first i s s u e  of Folklore F o e ,  James Durham and E l l i o t t  Oring s t a t e d  
the  Dumose of t h e  publicat ion.  To r e i n s t a t e  and re inforca  those  o r i g i n a l  aims 
which were i n  p a r t  highly responsible f o r  the  sense of l i f e  t h a t  the  Forum wao 
praised f o r  emanating i n  i ts  e a r l y  years, l e t  me r e p r i n t  here those o r i g i n a l  
opening statements, i n  par t :  
The Folklore Forum i s  designed t o  serve a communicatory function. 
Hopefully, through the  Folklore F o r r ,  s tudents w i l l  be able t o  
inform others of  t h e i r  ideas,  i n t e r e s t s ,  questions, suggestions, 
and research p ro jec t s  concerning fo lk lo  r e  and the  Folklore I n s t i t u t e  
a t  Indiana universi ty.  The - ~ o & mi s  not  meant t o  be a journal 
f o r  scholar ly  publicat ion.  Perhaps t h e  ideas, questions, suggest ions 
e tc .  should b e s t  be exchanged over a cup of coffee. The wr i t t en  
medium, however, enables a wider range of communication than would 
be possible o rd ina r i ly ;  one t h a t  can reach the  members of f o l k l o r e  
departments i n  o the r  un ive rs i t i e s .  
It is  expected t h a t  the re  w i l l  be considerable v a r i e t y  i n  the  
range of subject  matter t h a t  w i l l  appear a s  well a s  i n  i ts  method of 
presentat ions.  Because of t h e  nature of t h i s  Forum, the  e d i t i n g  
of these  mater ia ls  contr ibuted must be kept t o  a minimum. A s  an 
organ of comnunication, it is  i m ~ o r t ~ t  t o  make people aware of 
t h e  t o t a l  range of ideas boing enter ta ined by s tudents  of f o l k l o r e  
r a t h e r  than what the  e d i t o r s  f e e l  a r e  the  "good" ideas. Hopefully, 
much of the  mate r i a l  presented w i l l  s t imula te  responses from i n t e r a s t e d  
p a r t i e s .  
The - Forum now has a reputa t ion a s  a journal  f o r  scho la r lv  pu-blication, y e t  we 
now have no medium through which we can conmunicate ideas,  works i n  progress, 
problems, quest ions and suggestions, i n  an informal context. We a r e  back t o  
the  same point  where, s i x  years  ago, a need was f e l t  t o  organize the  Follclore 
Forum. We, representing a new regime of Forum s t a f f  members, have t o  s t r i k e  
.IIll(.IILIDI 
t h e  balance, apparently. 
Most of us humorless American scholars  are caught i n  the  nasty machine of 
f e e l i n g  unnecessari ly t h a t  we must express our ideas only through the  r i g o r  
(mortis)  of  papers, through highly formal mediums with t r a d i t i o n s  of s t y l e  
so  weighty t h a t  they o f ten  cannot easily be hsndled by most of us. Our ideas  
a r e  o f t e n  l o s t ,  overtaxed, go e s s e n t i a l l y  unexpressed because a l o t  of us  j u s t  
a r e  not  good enough paper w r i t e r s  ye t  (nor should a l l  of us  expect t o  be, ye t ) .  
And t r a d i t i o n s  i n  papers o f t e n  preclude wri t ing  about c e r t a i n  th ings  i n  
.. c e r t a i n  ways. So, listen--why don't  you people who f e e l  s t ruck by t h e  chords 
I'm playing send us  your ideas,  your comments, opinions, problems, statements 
m 
of work i n  progress, no matter  how i n a r t i c u l a t e ,  o r  incomplete. 
The v i t a l i t y  of t h e  Fonlm i s  not e n t i r e l y  one-sided and up t o  the  Forum s t a f f .  
You must respond, o r  en t i ce  our responses. lie want t o  make contact  with 
f o l k l o r e  people--we need t o  communicate about f o l k l o r e  th ings  i n  a s  many ways 
a s  possible. Papers comprise only one small  medium. Remember tha t .  
Several  people here a t  the  Folklore I n s t i t u t e  have suggested t h a t  the  Forum 
stir up some dialogue on s p e c i f i c  topics,  such a s  ( s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s m  
thoughts, problems, experiences with teaching fo lk lo re  t o  undergraduate 
u n i n i t i a t e s .  Would appreciate your concerns with such pedagogy, i f  you don't  
mind. 
Included i n  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  a proposal w r i t t e n  by Helen Gi lbe r t  t o  suggest t h a t  
a college previously lacking f o l k l o r e  courses consider o f fe r ing  some--the 
r e s u l t s  were positi-ue. The proposal can give some ideas  of how t o  present  
e f f e c t i v e l y  fo lk lo re  t o  people unacquainted with it as a f i e l d  of study o r  an 
item of  study, a s  we l l  a s  t o  suggest ways of  going about c rea t ing  a mzrket 
f o r  one 's  profess ional  f o l k l o r i s t  t a l en t s .  We would enjoy en te r t a in ing  f u r t h e r  
statements of such successgs ( o r  otherwise) i n  job-hunting, o r  a t  l e a s t  f u r t h s r  C 
suggestions concerning f inding o r  c rea t ing  jobs f o r  those with f o l k l o r i s t  
c reden t i a l s  , 
We would l i k e  t o  hear  from those of you involved i n  var ious  fo lk lo re  programs 
around t h e  country. Perhaps we could d i s p e l  some of the  in t r igu ing  gossips 
c i r c u l a t i n g  about various f o l k l o r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and programs i n  the  United 
Sta tes ,  e spec ia l ly ,  by some of you wri t ing  up a statement concerning t h e  kinds 
of courses and research resources (archives, l i b r a r y  holdings)  o f f e r e d  by your 
fo lk lo re  program, t h e  weaknesses and b e n e f i t s  of the  program, how o ther  fo lk lo re  
programs might be able t o  help yours, o r  b e n e f i t  f l to~l  it. 
The next regular  i s s u e  of the  Forum w i l l  p resent  some interes-Ling topics  f o r  
discussion concerning archiving and i ts  l e g a l  aspects, r a i s e d  at E l len  StekertTs 
panel a t  t h e  November 1971 American Folklore Socie ty  meetings a t  Flashingten, 
D. C. We would l i k e  feedback from t h e  quest ions ra i sed  there in .  
We s t i l l  want people t o  send i n  papers f o r  publicat ion,  but  we would a l s o  lTe 
people t o  send i n  t h e i r  responses t o  various papers published i n  t h e  Forum. 
We would a l s o  e n t e r t a i n  suggestions about Forum format, s t y l e ,  design, form, 
how t o  increase  subscript ions.  Je r ry  Cashion, Reviews Edi tor ,  has w r i t t e n  up 
a guide f o r  reviewers t h a t  is  included a t  t h e  back of t h i s  issue,  and would 
l i k e  comments on it, and t h a t  you not ice  it. What do you people th ink  of 
s t a r t i n g  a l e t t e r  s e c t i o n  o r  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s  section? 
Jane t  C. Gilmore 
One of t h e  Edi tors  
